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The Vermont Farmer is important 
Vermont farmers bring food to our table every day; keep our working landscape open; and make a sustainable,  

agricultural economy possible.  Farmers are important to our Vermont way of life.  

 

The Problem 
Our farmers are at risk  A farmer is 800% more likely to die than workers in other occupations.  The leading cause 

of farm fatalities is tractor overturns.  The Northeast has the highest rate of tractor overturns in the country.   

 

The Consequences for our farmers and farms 

Farm fatalities deliver a crushing blow.  Seven of 10 farms go out of business within a year of a fatal tractor roll-

over.  In addition to being a personal tragedy, a farmer’s death costs the family and society approximately 

$910,000.00.  More than half of tractor rollover injuries require hospitalization for the farmer and 70 lost work days.   

 

The Proven Solution 

Fortunately, deaths and serious injuries can be virtually entirely prevented with use of roll-over protective structures 

(ROPS:  A roll bar and seat belt installed on the tractor).  Older tractors can be retrofitted with ROPS. 

 

The Program 

The ROPS Retrofit Program offers farmers 70% of costs up to $800.00 in rebates for rollover protection installed on 

unprotected tractors.  The program also staffs a toll-free hotline that assists farmers in identifying and pricing ROPS. 

Research has proven that these incentives combined with a well designed media campaign can motivate a tenfold 

increase in the purchase of  ROPS in one year.  The Vermont’s ROPS Retrofit Program will be successful. 
 

Your Support is Key 

Your support is critical to the ROPS program’s success.  A total of $60,000 raised by the start of the campaign in 

September 2010 will equip 75 tractors with ROPS, creating a “framework of safety” for Vermont farmers. 


