
Talking points 

 Here are some ready to to talking points when you contact your  representative 

 As reported out of the House Appropriations Committee, H.R.1 will cut $29.82 million from 
Smith-Lever 3(b)-(c) base formula funds that were previously budgeted for the national 
Cooperative Extension System. Such a reduction would impose a significant cut in the current 
budget of the (your state) Extension Service at a time when five months of FY 2011 have 
already elapsed. 

·       While we understand the need to reduce expenditures, we are concerned that, by singling out 
Extension formula funds for budget cuts, Cooperative Extension is taking a disproportionate 
reduction that will cause harm and impose unintended consequences on our state and local 
funding partners as well as our citizens. We would appreciate your support to restore level 
funding for the Smith-Lever distribution ($297.5 million). Our sister research agencies under 
the Hatch, McIntire–Stennis, and Evans-Allen Program formula funds are proposed for 
marginal increases. 

·       As an outreach education agency, Extension is 90% invested in human resources‒the faculty 
and professionals located across the state serving the people in all counties. This program 
delivery network represents a contract with the people, begun by the 1914 Smith-Lever Act, to 
improve local communities and constituents’ lives by applying scientific knowledge and 
research to local problems. Joint funding from local, state, and federal governments has long 
upheld this contract. Every Smith-Lever dollar is leveraged with state and local 
appropriations. In Vermont there are approximately $2.5 dollars of state and local money 
leveraging every federally provided dollar for UVM Extension.  
 

·       While we understand the need to reduce expenditures, we are concerned that, by singling out 
Extension formula funds for budget cuts, Cooperative Extension is taking a disproportionate 
reduction that will cause harm and impose unintended consequences on our state and local 
funding partners as well as our citizens. We would appreciate your support to restore level 
funding for the Smith-Lever distribution ($297.5 million). Our sister research agencies under 
the Hatch, McIntire–Stennis, and Evans-Allen Program formula funds are proposed for 
marginal increases. 

·       The current proposal jeopardizes the most effective educational and economic development 
network ever devised. Although taken for granted too often at home, Extension programs are 
the envy of the world and losing them would be devastating to our citizens, as well as our 
counties and other local partners. If lost, the network of extension agents, volunteers, 
cooperators, and others will be too expensive to rebuild‒a misfortune for our nation that can 
be avoided. I urge you to keep the federal commitment to this unique partnership through 
formula funds. If you have questions, I will be happy to visit with you. 


